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The  Pennsylvania  Lincolns 

THREE  GENERATIONS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT'S  ANCESTORS 
LIVED  IN  THE  STATE 


When  the  name  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  put  in  nomination  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  Vice-Presidency  at  the 
first  Republican  National  Conven- 
tion at  Philadelphia  in  1856,  there 
had  already  been  at  least  a  dozen 
Abraham  Lincolns  living  within  a 
few  miles  of  the  city.  In  fact  the  first 
man,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  who  was 
named  Abraham  Lincoln  died  in  the 
suburbs  of  Philadelphia. 

The  story  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lin- 
colns originates  with  two  brothers, 
Mordecai  and  Abraham,  who  came 
into  the  state  from  New  Jersey  in  the 
year  1720.  Mordecai  eventually  set- 
tled in  Berks  County  and  was  the 
great  great  grandfather  of  President 
Lincoln.  Abraham's  descendants  took 
up  their  abode  in  Philadelphia,  and 
some  of  them  still  reside  at  Darby 
on  the  southern  outskirts  of  the  city. 

President  Abraham  Lincoln,  while 
a  member  of  Congress  in  1848,  wrote 
to  Solomon  Lincoln  of  Massachusetts 
and  stated:  "We  have  a  vague  tradi- 


tion that  my  grandfather  went  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Virginia  and  that  he 
was  a  Quaker."  This  family  folklore 
has  been  substantiated  with  reference 
to  the  migration  of  the  family,  and  it 
appears  as  if  the  grandfather  may 
have  come  under  the  influence  of  the 
Quakers. 

On  at  least  three  occasions  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  visited  Philadelphia.  He 
was  there  in  June  1848  to  attend  the 
national  Whig  Convention;  again  in 
1861  enroute  from  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, to  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he 
was  to  be  inaugurated  President;  and 
again  in  1864  when  he  was  the  guest 
of  honor  at  a  Sanitary  Fair.  After  his 
death  his  body  was  viewed  lying  in 
state  at  both  Harrisburg  and  Phila- 
delphia. 

Other  points  in  Pennsylvania  where 
Lincoln  is  known  to  have  delivered 
addresses  are  Pittsburgh,  Harrisburg, 
Lancaster,  and  of  course  Gettysburg, 
where  he  spoke  more  eloquently  than 
any  other  man  has  ever  spoken  in  the 
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English  tongue.  He  did  not  know 
when  he  spoke  at  Lancaster  that  his 
own  grandfather  was  born  in  Lancas- 
ter County  or  in  the  adjacent  county 
of  Berks. 

There  are  five  members  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Lincoln  group  which 
should  be  identified  and  featured  in 
this  copy  of  the  Kinsman'.  Mordecai 
Lincoln  the  second,  Abraham  Lincoln 
the  first,  John  Lincoln,  commonly 
called  Virginia  John,  an  Abraham 
Lincoln  v/e  will  call  the  Pennsyl- 
vanian,  and  another  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, grandfather  of  the  President, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
Boone  kinsmen  of  the  Lincolns  will 
also  be  mentioned. 

Mordecai  Lincoln  the  Second 

How  this  unusual  name  Mordecai 
first  happened  to  come  into  the  Lin- 
coln family  we  are  not  sure,  but  it 
probably  started  with  the  naming  of 
Mordecai's  father.  Apparently  it  came 
from  the  family  of  Martha  Lincoln, 
wife  of  Samuel.  The  first  child  of 
Samuel  and  Martha  was  named  Sam- 
uel, the  second  Daniel  for  a  brother 
of  the  elder  Samuel,  and  the  third  was 
named  Mordecai  presumably  for 
Martha's  father.  A  fourth  son  was 
named  Thomas  for  another  brother 
of  the  elder  Samuel. 

The  name  Mordecai,  because  it  is 
seldom  used,  became  the  key-word 
by  which  the  ancestry  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  eventually  traced,  the 
President  admitting  that  Mordecai 
was  one  of  the  old  family  names 
among  the  Lincolns. 

Mordecai  the  second  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  on  April  24,  1686,  the 
first  child  of  Mordecai  and  Sarah 
Jones  Lincoln.  Sometime  previous  to 
1714    he    migrated    to    New    Jersey 


where  he  married  Hannah  Saltar, 
daughter  of  Richard  Saltar.  He 
moved  his  family  to  Pennsylvania  in 
the  year  1720.  Mordecai  and  Han- 
nah Lincoln  had  six  children,  one  boy 
and  five  girls,  John,  Deborah,  Han- 
nah, Mary,  Ann,  and  Sarah. 

Mordecai  Lincoln  is  noted  on  a 
deed  dated  February  2,  1720,  as  liv- 
ing in  Monmouth  County,  New  Jer- 
sey. Three  months  later  his  child  De- 
borah Lincoln  who  died  on  May  15, 
1720,  was  buried  in  Covell  Hill 
Cemetery  in  Monmouth  County.  It 
was  sometime  between  this  last  date 
and  the  end  of  the  year  that  Mor- 
decai moved  to  Pennsylvania,  as  his 
name  appears  on  the  tax  list  for  1720 
with  land  near  "the  branches  of  the 
French  Creek  and  Brandywine  in 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania." 

While  he  still  retained  his  New 
Jersey  lands,  yet  it  appears  from  the 
records  that  Mordecai  became  active 
in  the  iron  industry  in  Pennsylvania. 
On  February  28,  1723,  Mordecai  Lin- 
coln and  Samuel  Nutt,  both  desig- 
nated as  "Ironmongers"  residing  in 
Coventry,  Chester  County,  signed  an 
agreement  with  William  Branson,  a 
Philadelphia  merchant,  to  establish 
an  iron-works. 

Mordecai  retained  his  interest  in 
this  company  for  only  a  year,  how- 
ever, when  he  sold  out  to  one  of  the 
partners,  Mr.  Branson.  On  May  26, 
1726,  Mordecai  purchased  more  land 
in  New  Jersey,  but  apparently  he  was 
still  living  in  Pennsylvania,  as  the 
deed  to  the  New  Jersey  property 
states  that  he  was  residing  in  Chester 
County. 

The  purchase  of  additional  land 
from  his  father-in-law  in  New  Jer- 
sey in  1726  might  suggest  that  Mor- 
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decai  intended  to  return  to  his  old 
home,  but  the  death  of  Mordecai's 
wife  in  1727  and  her  father's  death 
a  year  later  probably  were  respons- 
ible for  changing  his  plans,  and  he 
began  to  look  around  for  farm  lands 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  meantime  in 
the  summer  of  1729  he  married  as 
his  second  wife  Mary  Robeson,  and 
the  following  year  purchased  303 
acres  of  land  that  formerly  belonged 
to  his  wife's  father,  Andrew  Robe- 
son. 

Mordecai  is  said  to  have  been  bur- 
ied in  the  cemetery  of  the  Exeter 
Meeting  House,  and  if  so  he  must 
have  affiliated  with  the  Quakers,  as 
only  those  of  Quaker  faith  could  be 
buried  there  according  to  the  church 
rules.  His  change  in  faith  must  have 
come  after  his  marriage  to  his  second 
wife,  as  his  first  wife  was  a  Baptist. 
Mordecai  Lincoln  the  second  was 
only  fifty  years  old  when  he  died. 

It  was  on  this  300  acre  tract  that 
Mordecai  built  the  famous  stone 
dwelling  house  in  1733,  and  it  serves 
today  as  a  monument  to  his  industry 
and  economic  standing  in  the  com- 
munity. It  is  situated  in  Berks  Coun- 
ty. Mordecai  lived  but  two  years  after 
the  erection  of  this  home,  and  his 
third  child  by  Mary  Robeson  Lincoln 
was  born  a  short  time  after  his  death 
and  named  Abraham.  The  other  chil- 
dren were  named  Mordecai  and 
Thomas. 

The  widow  of  Mordecai  Lincoln 
was  left  to  bring  up  and  supervise  the 
training  of  nine  children.  About  the 
oldest  son  John  there  will  be  more  to 
say  later;  the  second  child  which  died 
in  New  Jersey  we  have  already  men- 
tioned; Hannah  married  Joseph  Mil- 
liard and  named  her  first  son  Morde- 


cai; Mary  married  Francis  Yarnall, 
a  Quaker,  and  she  also  named  her 
first  son  Mordecai;  another  daughter 
Ann  married  William  Tallman  who 
with  her  husband  and  her  brother 
John,  migrated  to  Virginia;  Sarah 
was  one  of  the  first  of  the  many  Lin- 
colns  to  intermarry  with  the  Boone 
family  of  Quakers,  her  husband's 
name  being  William  Boone,  and  she 
afiiliated  with  the  Quaker  church. 

It  was  through  the  three  sons  by 
the  second  wife  that  the  name  of  Lin- 
coln was  given  early  prominence  in 
Pennsylvania.  Mordecai,  the  oldest, 
married  Mary  Webb,  and  they  finally 
settled  in  what  is  now  North  Union 
Township.  There  were  five  children, 
two  boys  and  three  girls.  Thomas, 
Mary  Lincoln's  second  son,  married 
Elizabeth  Davis.  To  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Lincoln  were  born  seven 
children.  Their  oldest  son,  Hananiah, 
migrated  in  1782  to  Kentucky  with 
the  grandfather  of  President  Lincoln. 
Hananiah's  two  sons,  Austin  and  Da- 
vis, were  close  neighbors  of  President 
Lincoln's  father  in  Indiana.  The 
President  knew  them  well.  The  young- 
est son  Abraham  will  be  given  special 
attention  in  a  later  paragraph. 

Abraham  Lincoln  the  First 

The  brother  of  Mordecai  Lincoln 
the  second  was  Abraham  Lincoln  the 
first.  He  was  the  son  of  Mordecai  and 
Sarah  Jones  Lincoln  of  Hingham  and 
Scituate,  Massachusetts.  Undoubtedly 
he  was  named  Abraham  for  his 
mother's  father,  Abraham  Jones,  so  it 
was  the  Jones  ancestry  which  intro- 
duced the  name  into  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ily. 

Just  when  Abraham  Lincoln  the 
first  left  New  Jersey,  to  which  place 
he   had   migrated    with   his    brother 


The  Lincoln  Kinsman 


The  Lincoln  Kinsman 

Published  Monthly  by 

LiNCOLNIANA    PUBLISHERS 

Box  1110 — Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


EDITOR 

On.  LouH  A.  Warren, 

Director,    Lincoln   National    Life   Foundation 


BUSINESS    MANAGER 
Maurice  A.  Cook 


Annual    Subscription- 
Single  Copies  


.$2.00 
.    AS 


SUBJECTS  DISCUSSED  IN  FORMER  ISSUES 
OF  THE  LINCOLN  KINSMAN 

1,  The  Colonial  Lincolns,  2.  The  Unknown 
Hanks  Ancestry,  3.  The  Herrings  of  Virginia, 
4.  Five  Shipley  Sisters,  5.  The  Todd  Family, 
6.  Bush  Family  Docimients,  7.  Early  19th  Cen- 
tury Lincolns,  8.  Kentucky  Archives,  9.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Father,  10.  Hon.  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  11.  James  Wright  Sparrow,  12.  Uncle 
Mordecai  Lincoln,  13.  Thomas  (Tad)  Lincoln, 
14.  The  Tennessee  Lincolns,  15.  The  Lincolns 
of  Hingham,  16.  The  Richard  Berry  Family,  17. 
Southern  Branch  of  the  Hankses,  18.  The 
Lincolns  of  England,  19.  Synopsis  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, 20.  Lincoln's  Letters  to  His  Wife,  21. 
Correspondence  With  Kinsmen,  22.  A  Hanks 
Family  Tree,   23.  New  Jersey  Lincolns. 


Mordecai,  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Pennsylvania,  we  are  unable  to 
say.  He  was  in  Monmouth  County, 
New  Jersey,  as  late  as  May  13,  1725, 
when  he  leturned  to  the  court  an  in- 
ventory of  Peter  Gordon's  estate. 

His  name  is  first  observed  on  the 
records  of  Pennsylvania  on  a  deed 
issued  by  Thomas  Williams  who  lo- 
cated Lincoln  as  living  in  Springfield, 
County  of  Chester,  and  Province  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  date  of  this  deed 
is  January  16,  1729.  The  sale  for 
this  land  seems  to  have  been  consum- 
mated on  January  15,  1728,  so  he 
probably  moved  to  Pennsylvania  be- 
tween May  1725  and  January  1728. 

Like  his  brother  Mordecai  he  was 
an  iron-worker,  having  set  up  a  forge 
while  he  lived  in  New  Jersey.  Soon 
after  reaching  Pennsylvania  he  sold 
his  New  Jersey  lands  amounting  to 


440  acres.  As  late  as  1740  he  was 
still  living  in  Springfield  as  indicated 
by  the  tax  lists,  and  he  was  probably 
there  three  years  later  when  he  signed 
a  petition  of  Mordecai  Taylor  who 
wished  to  open  a  tavern  in  Spring- 
field. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  March  1744, 
Abraham  purchased  property  on  El- 
bow Lane  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
His  lot  backed  up  to  lots  on  Chest- 
nut Street.  He  still  lived  on  his  farm, 
however,  as  he  mentioned  in  his  will, 
"The  plantation  whereon  I  now  dwell 
lying  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  road 
leading  to  Chester." 

Little  is  known  about  Abraham's 
wife  except  that  her  name  was  Rebec- 
ca, and  by  the  time  Abraham  made 
his  will  on  April  15,  1745,  she  was 
dead.  There  were  seven  children  in 
the  family,  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Sarah,  Rebecca,  Mordecai  and  John. 
Most  of  his  children  married  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  many  of  them  settled 
there  permanently. 

An  appraisal  of  Abraham's  estate 
gives  some  idea  of  his  financial 
standing  for  besides  his  land  and 
livestock,  his  personal  property  was 
appraised  at  329  pounds.  He  had  one 
slave  appraised  at  20  pounds,  and 
four  bedsteads,  tables,  chairs,  silver- 
ware, clock,  and  the  usual  household 
furniture,  smith's  tools,  and  farming 
implements.  His  livestock  consisted  of 
5  horses,  24  cattle,  25  sheep,  and  4 
hogs. 

John  Lincoln 

Although  Mordecai  and  Hannah 
Saltar  Lincoln  had  six  children,  only 
one  of  them  was  a  boy  and  his  name 
was  John.  He  was  born  in  Monmouth 
County,  New  Jersey,  on  May  3,  1716, 
and  when  a  lad  but  four  years  of  age 
was  brought  to  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
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only  eleven  years  old  when  his 
mother  died  at  Coventry  in  Chester 
County. 

Two  years  later  a  new  stepmother 
came  into  the  family,  and  when  John 
was  seventeen  his  father  moved  his 
family  into  a  new  home.  His  father 
died  there  after  the  building  of  the 
new  residence,  and  the  year  follow- 
ing John  became  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  There  is  a  possibility  that  he 
may  have  returned  to  New  Jersey  for 
a  short  time  where  property  had 
been  willed  to  him,  but  by  July  5, 

1742,  he  was  back  in  Pennsylvania 
when  he  married  Rebecca  Flowers 
Morris,  widow  of  James  Morris  and 
daughter  of  Enoch  and  Rebecca 
Flowers.  Enoch  Flowers  was  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  who  lived  in  Caernarvon 
Township. 

Inasmuch  as  Enoch  and  Rebecca 
Flowers  were  great  great  grandpar- 
ents of  Abraham  Lincoln,  it  would 
be  of  value  to  know  something  more 
about  them.  There  was  a  Samuel 
Flowers  in  Caernarvon  Township  in 

1743,  but  we  do  not  know  how  he  was 
related  to  Enoch. 

Just  where  John  and  Rebecca  Lin- 
coln were  living  two  years  later  when 
their  first  child  Abraham  was  born 
we  cannot  be  positive,  so  the  birth- 
place of  the  President's  grandfather, 
for  whom  he  was  named,  will  have  to 
remain  unmarked  until  further  in- 
formation is  available. 

We  do  know  that  two  years  after 
the  birth  of  Abraham,  the  first  son, 
John  and  Rebecca  were  living  about 
one-half  mile  east  of  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Birdsboro.  Here  on  October 
9,  1746,  John  Lincoln  had  acquired  a 
tract  of  fifty  acres  of  land.  Two  years 
later  he  purchased  .150  acres  adjacent 


to  his  property,  the  new  purchase 
running  along  the  southern  bank  of 
the  Schuylkill  River. 

In  the  early  deeds  noting  John 
Lincoln's  land  transactions,  and  there 
were  several  of  them,  he  is  called  "a 
weaver,"  and  it  seems  very  likely  that 
he  combined  this  profession  with 
farming.  It  is  apparent  from  certain 
offices  which  he  held  that  he  was  a  de- 
pendable citizen  of  the  county,  and  in 
1760  was  one  of  the  Berks  County 
tax  collectors. 

Apparently  he  became  restless 
about  the  time  some  of  his  Boone 
kinsmen  began  to  acquire  lands  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia,  and 
his  land  transactions  indicate  he  was 
anxious  to  acquire  some  ready  cash 
for  the  purchase  of  Virginia  land. 

On  May  17,  1762,  he  sold  the  120 
acre  tract  adjacent  to  the  home  place. 
In  less  than  a  month  after  this  sale  he 
purchased  36  acres  in  Amity  which 
is  definitely  identified  by  the  Mono- 
cacy  station  which  now  stands  upon 
the  land.  Three  years  later,  on  May 
27,  1765,  he  purchased  125  acres 
more  in  Amity  adjoining  the  pur- 
chases just  made.  Two  days  later, 
however,  he  sold  all  his  Amity  land 
and  on  June  13,1765,he  sold  the  fifty 
acre  tract  in  Union  Township  where 
he  had  first  settled  nearly  twenty 
years  before. 

It  was  at  this  home  site  where 
John  and  Rebecca  Lincoln  lived  dur- 
ing their  Pennsylvania  residence, 
and  they  had  eight  children  in  their 
family  when  they  left  for  Virginia 
presumably  in  the  year  1765.  At  this 
time  their  oldest  son  Abraham  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  the 
youngest  child,  a  son  named  Thomas, 
was  four  years  old. 
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Abraham  Lincoln^  Pennsylvanian 

Abraham,  the  posthumous  child  of 
Mordecai  and  Mary  Lincoln,  has 
often  been  confused  with  Abraham, 
the  oldest  son  of  John  and  Rebecca 
Lincoln.  The  former  Abraham  was 
born  October  18,  1736,  while  the  son 
of  John  and  grandfather  of  the  Presi- 
dent was  born  May  13,  1744.  Al- 
though there  were  only  eight  years 
difiFerence  in  their  ages,  the  former 
was  the  uncle  of  the  latter.  Abraham, 
the  son  of  Mordecai,  married  Ann 
Boone,  the  daughter  of  James  Boone 
and  an  own  cousin  of  Daniel  Boone. 
There  were  ten  children  born  to  them 
at  their  home  at  Exeter,  and  one  of 
their  sons  was  also  named  Mordecai. 

The  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
not  new  in  political  circles  in  Penn- 
sylvania when  a  President  was  elected 
by  that  name.  This  Abraham  Lincoln 
who  was  born  in  Exeter,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1736  became  an  important 
character  in  pioneer  political  history. 

In  1771  Abraham  was  elected 
county  commissioner  and  served  in 
this  capacity  until  1775.  His  name 
often  appeared  following  this  period, 
as  clerk  of  sales  and  road  viewer,  and 
he  was  a  sub-lieutenant  in  the  county 
in  1778  and  served  as  one  of  the  as- 
sessors for  the  county  in  1781.  He 
was  first  elected  to  the  general  assem- 
bly in  1782,  and  for  three  consecutive 
years  was  returned  to  the  office.  His 
votes  increased  each  year  as  follows: 
1782—505,  1783—733,  1784^1125. 
Three  years  later  he  was  a  member  of 
the  state  convention  and  of  the  con- 
stitutional convention  of  1789-90.  He 
was  appointed  on  important  state 
commissions  such  as  the  one  direct- 
ing the  project  for  clearing  Schuyl- 


kill River  and  another  which  received 
subscriptions  of  the  Germantown- 
Reading  Turnpike  Road.  At  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  he  is  said 
to  have  been  selected  to  make  the 
address  to  General  Washington  at 
Philadelphia.  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
Pennsylvanian,  died  at  Exeter  on 
January  31,  1806,  three  years  before 
the  birth  of  his  more  famous  po- 
litical kinsman  who  was  also  to  bear 
his  name. 

The  Boone  Kinsmen 

When  Mordecai  Lincoln  and  his 
wife,  Hannah  Saltar  Lincoln,  settled 
in  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  about 
1727,  they  found  living  close  by  their 
newly-acquired  property,  the  family 
of  George  and  Deborah  Howell 
Boone.  There  were  also  other  Boone 
families  in  the  community,  including 
Squire  Boone  and  James  Boone, 
brothers  of  George. 

Mordecai  Lincoln  made  his  will  in 
1735,  and,  after  naming  his  second 
wife,  Mary  Robeson  Lincoln,  as  the 
executor  of  the  estate,  he  concluded, 
"and  my  loving  friends  and  neigh- 
bors Jonathan  Robeson  and  George 
Boone,  trustees  to  assist  my  wife." 
When  the  Lincoln  estate  was  ap- 
praised. Squire  Boone,  father  of  Dan- 
iel Boone,  the  Kentucky  pioneer, 
served  as  one  of  the  appraisers.  There 
is  much  evidence  that  Mordecai  Lin- 
coln, first  Pennsylvania  ancestor  of 
President  Lincoln,  and  Squire  Boone, 
father  of  Daniel  Boone,  were  close 
friends. 

There  were  nine  children  in  Morde- 
cai Lincoln's  family — four  boys: 
John,  Mordecai,  Thomas,  and  Abra- 
ham; and  five  girls:  Deborah,  Han- 
nah, Marv,  Ann,  and  Sarah.  In  the 


The  Lincoln  Kinsman 


George  Boone  family  there  were  ten 
children — five  boys:  George,  Wil- 
liam, Josiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Heze- 
kiah;  also  five  girls:  Mary,  Hannah, 
Deborah,  Dinah,  and  Abigail.  Squire 
Boone's  family  consisted  of  eleven 
children — seven  sons:  Israel,  Samuel, 
Jonathan,  Daniel,  George,  Edward, 
and  Squire;  also  four  daughters: 
Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  and  Hannah. 
In  the  family  of  James  Boone  there 
were  twelve  children — six  boys: 
James,  John,  Judah,  Joshua,  Moses, 
and  Nathaniel;  and  six  girls:  Anne, 
Mary,  Martha,  Dinah,  Rachel,  and 
Hannah. 

It  is  not  surprising,  with  such  a 
large  number  of  young  people  in 
these  two  families  being  thrown  to- 
gether, to  find  in  the  second  genera- 
tion of  Lincolns  and  Boones  much 
intermarrying.  On  May  26,  1748, 
William  Boone,  son  of  George  Boone, 
married  Sarah  Lincoln,  daughter  of 
Mordecai  Lincoln;  and  on  July  10, 
1760,  Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of  Mor- 
decai Lincoln,  married  Anne  Boone, 
daughter  of  James  Boone.  It  is  this 
last  wedding  which  has  greatly  con- 
fused Lincoln  students,  and  Abraham 
and  Anne  Boone  Lincoln  have  often 
been  referred  to  as  the  grandparents 
of  the  President. 

Mordecai  Lincoln's  son,  John,  and 
George  Boone's  son,  Josiah,  were 
brought  together  in  what  might  be 
called  the  first  Lincoln-Boone  migra- 
tion. John  Lincoln  married  Rebecca 
(Flowers)  Morris  on  July  5,  1744; 
and  six  years  later  Josiah  Boone  mar- 
ried, according  to  our  best  informa- 
tion, Hannah  Hite  or  Holman.  Pos- 
sibly there  was  an  earlier  marriage 
than  this  as  the  history  of  Josiah 
Boone  is  largely  based  on  tradition. 


Of  this  fact  we  are  certain,  that  both 
John  Lincoln  and  Josiah  Boone  mi- 
grated to  Virginia  about  1765  and  es- 
tablished themselves  on  Linville 
Creek  in  what  is  now  Rockingham 
County.  Here  they  remained  as  neigh- 
bors for  about  ten  years  before  the 
Kentucky  migrations  began.  Josiah's 
land  was  sold  to  Michael  Shanks  on 
March  14,  1777,  and  three  years  later 
part  of  the  property  which  John  Lin- 
coln had  entered  was  sold  to  the  same 
Michael  Shanks.  There  is  some  evi- 
dence that  Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of 
John  Lincoln  and  grandfather  of  the 
President,  married  a  Berks  County, 
Pennsylvania,  girl. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  John's  oldest 
son,  born  in  1744,  was  the  grand- 
father of  the  President.  He  migrated 
with  his  father  to  Linville  Creek,  Vir- 
ginia, and  on  June  9,  1770,  his  mar- 
riage is  recorded  on  the  records  of 
Augusta  County,  Virginia,  but  the 
name  of  the  bride  is  not  given.  It  is 
known  that  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1786,  he  was  married  to  a  woman 
whose  first  name  was  Bathsheba  and 
whose  maiden  name  is  said  to  have 
been  Herring.  There  is  also  a  tradi- 
tion that  she  was  the  second  wife  of 
the  pioneer  and  not  the  woman  he 
married  in  1770,  the  mother  of  the 
first  four  children  of  Abraham.  There 
was  a  Herring  family  in  Berks 
County,  Rachel  Herring  having  mar- 
ried William  Hamilton  about  1765, 
There  was  also  a  Ludwig  Herring  who 
secured  a  land  warrant  in  1776. 


Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of  John, 
named  his  children  Mordecai,  Josiah, 
Thomas,  Mary,  and  Ann.  The  name 
Josiah  is  not  found  among  the  ances- 
tors of  the  Lincolns;  but,  inasmuch 
as  Josiah  Boone  had  lived  close  to 
Abraham  Lincoln's  father  in  Berks 
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County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  also  a 
close  neighbor  on  Linville  Creek  in 
Virginia  at  the  time  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  married,  the  supposition  has  been 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  may  have  mar- 
ried one  of  Josiah  Boone's  daughters, 
hence  the  introduction  of  the  name 
Josiah  into  the  Lincoln  family.  Very 
little  is  known  about  the  family  of 
Josiah  Boone,  and  no  complete  list 
of  his  children  is  available. 

There  is  one  tradition  in  the  Boone 
family,  that  Lincoln  married  Hannah 
Winters,  daughter  of  Ann  Boone 
Winters,  the  sister  of  Daniel  Boone. 
This  story  was  published  in  Galaxey 
Magazine  for  January,  1877. 


Another  Boone  tradition  found  in 
Waddel's  Annals  of  Augusta  Coun- 
ty claims  that  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Ann  Boone  Winters,  rather  than 
Hannah  Winters,  married  Lincoln. 
The  identity  of  the  Ann  Boone  as  a 
sister  of  Daniel  Boone  lacks  confir- 
mation, and  one  authority  comes  to 
the  rescue  by  claiming  that  Ann  was 
an  aunt  instead  of  a  sister  of  Daniel 
Boone.  A  William  Winters  was  living 
on  Linville  Creek  in  Virginia,  close 
by  the  family  of  Josiah  Boone  and 
John  Lincoln,  so  that  it  may  be  pos- 
sible that  John  Lincoln's  son,  Abra- 
ham, married  a  Winters,  whose 
mother  was  a  Boone,  which  would 
give  the  desired  Quaker  background. 
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